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the aggregate of national income can only be roughly estimated, (iii) The statistics 
of home production are very incomplete. In the only census of production of which 
the report is published, that of 1907, the amounts paid in wages were not obtained, 
(iv) The railway traffic statistics are so jejune that they are useless either as an index 
of the trade of the country or for the purpose of international comparison, (v) The 
trade between England and Ireland is imperfectly known, (vi) There is no official 
statement of the number of trained seamen in the British mercantile marine, (vii) 
The number and class of houses available cannot be accurately ascertained from any 
official publication, nor is there any record of the number of houses built year by year. 
(viii) Information with regard to consumption of food, clothing and other necessaries 
is almost entirely wanting. Such illustrations could easily be multiplied. It is 
almost universally the case that persons engaged in any serious investigation have to 
rely on roughly approximate estimates in relation to one or more essential factors. 

"6. With regard to the Empire similar difficulties occur, though, owing to constant 
agitation in recent years, some reforms have been secured. It was pointed out to the 
Dominions Royal Commission of 1912 that there was still a pressing need of (i) a 
common statistical year, (ii) a common statistical method, including a common 
method of classification, e. g. of metals and textiles, estimation of value and record of 
the origin and destination of goods, (iii) an annual report of the trade of the Empire 
on a scale sufficiently large to give adequate details of the trade of the overseas domin- 
ions, (iv) some reliable criterion of trade and production and some means of estab- 
lishing satisfactory comparisons between the productive powers of the several states 
of the Empire. 

" 7. Now that the war is over and that there are in the air so many projects of 
reform both social and commercial, it has become more than ever necessary to pro- 
vide a system of civil intelligence based on sound statistics which will help to show 
not only the cost of proposed social reforms, but also the results of changes in our 
commercial system. It is not too much to say that there is hardly any reform, 
financial, social or commercial, for which adequate information can be provided with 
our present machinery, and the same is true with regard to changes that have been 
proposed in our commercial relations with the overseas dominions and foreign coun- 
tries. 

"8. Your Petitionees Submit that the questions raised in this memorial are of 
sufficient importance to justify an immediate inquiry by a Royal Commission or Parlia- 
mentary Committee, and they suggest that such Commission or Committee should forth- 
with be appointed to inquire into the existing methods of the collection and presentation of 
public statistics and to report on the means of improvement." 



PROGRAM FOR NEXT ANNUAL MEETING 

A committee, whose names are published in this issue, has been appointed by the 
President to arrange a program for the next annual meeting. Members of the Asso- 
ciation are urged to send to the Secretary's office or to any member of this committee 
suggestions for papers and discussions. The committee will appreciate the coopera- 
tion of members in various fields of statistical work in making the annual meeting 
interesting to all. 



